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The mountain rescue community in Scotland has for some years made awards to individuals who 
have made a highly significant contribution to mountain rescue in Scotland at team or national level 
over many years.  
 
The below paragraph is taken from the criteria by which we make these awards  

 
The definition of what constitutes “a highly significant contribution” is left to the judgement 
of the nominating team. For example, the nominee may have made a significant 
contribution to aspects of leadership, training, fund raising, public relations, operational 
work, or other exceptional or meritorious activity, to the benefit of mountain rescue.  
 

The process is for nominations via the team for approval at the SMR Executive and agreement 
according to Constitutional voting rules at a General Meeting.  
 
Joe Burns has been nominated by Moffat Mountain Rescue Team with a citation that is overleaf. 
 
Executive has approved this nomination. 
 
 
Decision: General Committee are asked to approve that a Distinguished Service Award is made to 
Joe Burns of Moffat MRT. 
 

If General Committee approve this award Joe will be invited to attend the AGM in September 2021 

for the presentation of a certificate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Citation for award of a Distinguished Service Award to Joe Burns. 

Joe joined Moffat MRT in 1989 having previously been in Galloway MRT. He is a highly valued and 

active team member. Joe has served as Deputy Team leader, Chairman and at present as Transport 

Officer. 

He has attended many call outs where mountain rescue skills as well as his knowledge of local hills 

has been of huge value to the team. 

Joe has an enviable knowledge of Land Rovers and 4X4 driving and has run the team 4X4 courses for 

team members for many years. 

Recently Joe was a leading member of a group of team members dealing with the major 

refurbishment of the team Land Rover and the purchase and fitting out of a new control vehicle. At 

an outlay of £110,000 this was a daunting task that Joe took in his stride 

As a team member over all of these years we could not have asked for a better person with the skills 
and personality to operate so effectively within our team.  
Joe has made a very significant contribution to the operation of the Moffat Mountain Rescue team 

over the last 32 years and we will miss him.  

Moffat MRT Team wholeheartedly endorsed this nomination for the Distinguished Service Award for 

Joe. 

 


